
1

Linguistics 101/301
Sample Trees

The basic X-bar structure
                       XP Where YP sits in the specifier position of XP,

and ZP sits in the complement position of XP.
(YP and ZP are other phrases.)

        YP X'

ZP
X

Basic Noun Phrases:

 NP         NP                                NP NP

  NP NP N'
  N' Det     N'     N'

 N'       Det        N'

  N            N  N    N        N N
Jack the    dog Jack's     hat                       the   stick's            curve
                            every Jill's                                   the            goalie's             mask

my Bart's              my            friend's           birthday

Prepositional Phrases:

              PP PP

NP        NP

P'  N' P'        N'
P N P       Det      N

           with Jack for     the     child
          from Amanda             from  my    friend

Adjective and Adverb Phrases:
AP

AdjP             AdjP
 A'

                            PP
 Adj'                           AdvP Adj'

P'
     Adv'          

 Adj      Adv Adj                                                                     NP
 big      very                loud                                                                                         N'
happy                       really               tall Adj  P
loud                         extremely        expensive proud                   of                     N

      Cinderella
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Complex Noun Phrases:
                               NP

  N'

  N'
   PP

Det              AdjP                P'

         NP
            AdvP           Adj'
            Adv'                 N'

            Adv    Adj       N     P   Det          N
the       very          cuddly   cat    on   the      futon
my       really        great    grade  in    this      class

Verb Phrases:

VP VP VP  

V' V'
V'             NP

V                         Complex Verb =
                 N' verb+particle

V V Part.      Note:  these have
sing V Det N throw up                     idiomatic
jump read         a        book fall                       down                meanings!!
skate play       the       piano                              pass out
write                                   shoot      the      puck
laugh

     VP              VP

V'
      V'             PP

                   P'

                               NP             NP

      V                      N'              N'
  

 V      Part      Det   N V        P     Det   N
run     up       the     bill run     up    the  hill
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   VP

    V'

      PP
   V'        P'

        NP  NP

        N' N'

   V       Det    N         P         Det      N
skated  the    puck    into       the      zone

Structural Ambiguity:

        VP

         V'

                                              PP
        V'
                                              P'

                          NP                                  NP
       V                       N'                               N'

  V    Part    Det       N           P       Det      N
take    out   that     player    behind the      net

     VP

      V'

                                NP
                                 N'

                                             PP

                                             P'
                                                                  NP

     V                                                          N'

V     Part    Det      N           P        Det      N
take  out     that    player  behind   the     net

Take out that particular player and do so when you are behind the net.

That player that is behind the net right now, take him/her out.
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Inflectional Phrases (IPs): (technically, all IPs should appear under a CP;
     IP   see the CP structures in the tree below)

                     I'
           VP

                                     
    NP                                             V'

           V'          PP
    N'

NP

                       N'     N'

    N        INFL           V                  Det       N            P            Det    N
Vivian        must                         finish             the       course           with         a       bang
                     has                        finished
                    [PAST]                     finished

AFFIX LOWERING

                    [PRESENT]                finishes
AFFIX LOWERING

Complementizer Phrases (CPs):
CP
  |
 C'
  gy
 C      IP
 Ø
          I'
NP            VP

   V'

       CP

   C'

N'   
     IP

                     I'
           VP

                                     
    NP                                             V'

           V'          PP
    N'

NP    

                       N'     N'

N  INFL    V            C            N        INFL           V                  Det       N            P    N
I  [present] wonder  whether   Vivian          will                      finish             the     lecture               on           Wednesday
   AFFIX LOWERING

P'
NP

P'
NP


